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PRESIDENT’S
MESSAGE

Join Us for a Gala Centennial Celebration

M

...the many
oppotunities
that exist to
build bridges
for and with
our students,
teachers, and
administrators.

argaret from San Francisco, Ruth and Helen
from San Jose, and Florence and Ethel from
Los Angeles arrived at the conference filled
with excitement. Although it had taken hours to get to
Fresno by train, they all realized that this first California
school library conference, in 1916, would be a thrilling
gathering of like minds. They had two full days of
sessions and speakers lined up. They discussed the
beautiful libraries Mr. Carnegie was establishing and the
lack of proper reading areas in school libraries. A topic
of great concern, though not related to libraries, was
the United States’ possible entry into World War I and
the Preparedness Parade in San Francisco. A bomb had
exploded at the parade killing 10 people!
The more things change, the more they stay the same,
even in this imaginary scenario. From February 5 to 8,
2015, school librarians will again discuss the latest news
in the world of school libraries. However, unlike in the
early 1900s, women teachers are now allowed to keep
company with men and stay out past 8 p.m. Otherwise,
how will they attend the Centennial Gala on Friday
night, which will run until 9 pm?
We’ve had a marvelous time putting this conference
together. Our two gifted keynote speakers are Michelle
Luhtala, library department chair at New Canaan High
School and professional learning facilitator at edWeb.
net/Emerging Tech, and Shannon McClintock Miller,
director of School & Library Strategy at In This Together
Media, and consultant for Mackin and BiblioNasium.
They will surprise and inspire you - and make you think.
They know our school library world from the inside out.
I have enjoyed sharing the responsibilities of planning
this conference with my two co-chairs, Beth Olshewsky
and Terri Brown. Our Exhibits Chairs, Mark Williams
and Susan Pennell, have lined up our exhibitors like
clockwork. No potential exhibitor can match Mark for
phone-tag stick-to-it-tive-ness!
Clare McGarvin blithely agreed to produce our
publications this year while in only her second year as a
librarian. What an example she sets for all of us, as she
has just jumped right in. Kathie Maier continues to assist
us as our conference treasurer.
Barbara Jeffus and John McGinnis have toiled
tirelessly to help us celebrate at our Centennial Gala on
Friday night with cake, music, a fascinating speaker, and
a brand-new California school library digital timeline.
Don’t miss this!

I have never seen a person with as many good
ideas per day as our Author Chair, Kay Hones. She is
lining up author panels on California stories, Latino
authors, Learning through Picture Books, and the 50th
Anniversary of Civil Rights. What an opportunity for
California school librarians to listen to and interact with
esteemed authors!
The California Young Reader Medal intermediate
book winner, Lisa McMann, will be our guest at the
CYRM banquet. Lisa’s writing runs the gamut of age
groups; she won the CYRM for The Unwanteds.
Micah Melton has arranged a tour of local school
libraries. This will include independent schools, public
schools, and a possible stop at the Ferry Building for
lunch. This unique opportunity occurs on Thursday, so
plan accordingly.
Janet Wile and Ramona Cheek have looked at all
of the wonderful concurrent session proposals and
found gems that will benefit you in your professional
development. They have squeezed them into the
schedule, and you will be hard-pressed to choose among
them!
We have many others working behind the scenes to
get the word out, construct online registration, plan
for facilitators, design evaluations, raise funds for the
California School Library Foundation, decorate our
special events, feed us, and keep us caffeinated. To Jane
Lofton, Carol Doerksen, Terry Lai, Anne Wick, Andrea
Catania-Stephenson, Molly Lazarus, Sandy Patton, and
Mitzie Larson, thank you, thank you!
This Centennial is a once-in-a-lifetime event. We’ll
celebrate in much the same way our predecessors did:
the camaraderie will be instantaneous, the sharing of best
practices ongoing, and we’ll develop friendships that will
thrive over the years. We will look back on our many
accomplishments and look forward as we learn new ideas
and strategies to take back with us.

References
Chermside and District Historical Society. (n.d.).
“1879 & 1915 Rules for Teachers.” Chermside
and District Historical Society. Retrieved Sept.
22, 2014 from http://www.chermsidedistrict.
org.au/chermsidedistrict/01_cms/details.
asp?ID=258 .
Wikipedia. (n.d.).”Preparedness Day Bombing.”
Retrieved September 23, 2014 from http://
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Preparedness_Day_

LIZ DODDS
Liz Dodds, CSLA President, has been a teacher librarian at an elementary and middle
school, and is presently the teacher librarian at Bullard High School in Fresno, CA. Prior
to her library career, she taught math, German, and P.E.
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EDITOR’S NOTES

Celebrating Our History: A Tale Well-Told
Jeanne Nelson, Editor, CSLA Journal

Teacher
librarians are
key to provide
bridges for
students
to access
these infinite
resources
safely and
effectively.

T

his issue of the Journal has been a delight to compile and edit! We have tried to collect the
stories, told by the people who lived them, of major events in CSLA history. The story begins
in 1915 when a small group of California school librarians formed the California School Library
Association. John McGinnis and Barbara Jeffus have been combing CSLA’s archives for details about that
history, pulling pictures and stories to share at the gala Centennial Celebration at the conference. They
have written an article describing some of the highlights of what you’ll see at this not-be-be-missed event,
and you are invited!
John McGinnis sets the tone for this celebration with an article scaffolded on a Broadway musical,
evoking the important events in a history, events which may not make it into history books, but that are
compelling and relevant to those who lived them, the events that make history come alive.
Larry Brimner, author of many nonfiction works of history for young people, is our featured author.
In his books he takes the reader behind the scenes of historical events, describing how people felt through
what they said. With Common Core mandates on nonfiction reading, his titles are timely and will interest
youngsters and adults alike.
Alicia De Laurie and Deb Stanley share their own personal stories. Alicia’s journey took her back into
family history more than 500 years, with many surprises. Deb’s story begins with her early involvement in
CSLA, describing the opportunities the organization provided her for personal and professional growth,
along with memories of those times.
Speaking of people who lived the stories, many of the authors in this issue of the Journal were there,
participating in the dramatic changes in CSLA that took place in the late 1900’s. John Archer describes
the process that led to the creation of the state School Library Consultant position, while current CDE
School Library Technology Consultant Renée Ousley-Swank provides “the rest of the story.”
Sandy Schuckett tells about the behind-the-scenes political work that took place to make that CDE
position a reality, and also led to the Tax Checkoff and actual funding for school libraries from the State.
What an exciting time that was!
The “Father of CalibK12,” Peter Milbury, eloquently describes the evolution of the listserv, a tool which
opened up communication and advocacy and gave California school library personnel a voice and a ready
professional resource.
Two awesome ladies who each saw a problem and stepped up to fix it were Jo Ellen Misakian and
Zhita Rea. In response to questions raised at one of the conferences, Zhita led the organization to better
representation and inclusiveness through the formation of the Leadership for Diversity Committee.
Jo Ellen knew that other states had school library standards, but California did not. In typical style, she
formed a statewide committee that developed standards that CSLA embraced and published. Both stories
go behind the scenes, describing the challenges, frustrations, and eventual success they experienced in the
process.
Another behind-the-scenes story is reflected in the memorial article about Earlene Billing, who was
instrumental in merging CASL and CAEMAT into CMLEA.
As we look to the future, California TL’s are adjusting to the new Common Core Standards. Brigeen
Radoicich shares insights on how library instruction has changed, with tips on how to adjust instruction
successfully to support Common Core. She will present more information in her session at the
conference, “Reading and Writing Strategies in the Library.”
Welcome to this Centennial issue!

JEANNE NELSON
Jeanne Nelson, now retired, is a past president of CSLA, has served as a conference co-chair
and on many conference committees. She has worked in school libraries at the K-12, middle
school, high school and district level.
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She can be contacted at nelson.jeanne914@gmail.com.

CSLA HISTORY:
LEARNING FROM THE
PAST

Someone in a Tree
John McGinnis

Boy
And there’s someone in a tree -Old Man
-- Or the day is incomplete.
Both
Without someone in a tree,
Nothing happened here.

...it’s not a
stretch to view
CSLA’s 100
year history as
a rich trove of
lessons from
which we
can learn and
grow.

A

s we build to the celebration of the Centennial of the California School Library Association, we
school librarians, current, retired, and aspiring, have an opportunity to learn something about who
we are by reflecting on who we were. Every history has its lessons, whether global, national, local,
family, or personal. So it’s not a stretch to view CSLA’s 100 year history as a rich trove of lessons from
which we can learn and grow. But first to the definition of terms - what is history?
Without getting into the arcana of centuries of debate among philosophers and historiographers, there are
a few simple perspectives worth considering. Is history the story of great people or common people; is it a
series of great events or the routines of daily lives; is it the study of causes and effects; is it written by winners
or losers or objective observers; is it ever whole; is it always flawed? This is not the first article I have written
for this Journal in which I turn for illumination to the wisdom of the American musical theatre, which when
studying questions of philosophy and history, is even better than a spoonful of sugar.
Stephen Sondheim, this generation’s William Shakespeare, shares with Shakespeare the genius to give voice
to a universe of human characters. Sondheim’s universe
includes men and boys, women and girls, young and
old, rich and poor, past and contemporary, complex
and superficial, historical and fanciful, American and
Japanese and Swedish, New Yorkers and Romans, and
more. They express the wide range of passions that
possess our species. Part of Sondheim’s popularity
stems from his success at exploring serious questions
in ways that are intellectually engaging, aesthetically
exhilarating, and always entertaining.
So, on the question of history, a good place to turn
is Pacific Overtures. The book is by John Weidman and
the music and lyrics by Sondheim. The play recounts
the history of the consequences of President Millard
Fillmore and Commodore Matthew Perry’s actions to
open Japan to trade with the West in 1853. The play’s
title is taken from Perry’s actual letter to the emperor in
which he threatens to return to Japan with war ships,
then adds, “But it is expected that the government
of your Imperial Majesty will render such return
unnecessary, by acceding at once to the very reasonable
and pacific overtures contained in the President’s letter.”
Negotiations are agreed to in a small treaty house.
The Japanese narrator of the play then laments that
the Japanese kept no record of the negotiations and
therefore the true history of that day is lost.
Then, in what is one of the most brilliant theatrical
pieces in Broadway history, an old man walks onto the
stage and announces that he was at the treaty house
when he was ten years old. He had climbed into a tree
and looked down through the eaves of the roof and saw
everything. His ten-year old self then comes on-stage
and climbs into the tree and sings with his older self
about what he saw. Their memories are fragmentary
and they don’t always agree and worse, they cannot hear

While the cover story dealt with high school
students collecting books for service personnel
overseas, this Bulletin also included a number
of articles with titles like, Race Relations and the
School Library, Books that Build Better Racial
Attitudes, and Latin American Songs and Dances.
We discovered in the archives that multiculturalism
and race relations emerged very strongly among
school librarians during World War II. Thanks to
those who preserved these documents this history
was not lost.

continued on next page
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We’ve all been
witness to
moments of
our history.
Share them
before they’re
lost.

anything. Then a warrior appears under the treaty house and he announces that he was also there and
though he cannot see anything, he can hear. But what he hears is also fragmentary and of questionable value.
Barbara Jeffus and I have spent many days sifting through the archives of our association, which are
held in the Special Collections Room of the Oviatt Library at California State University, Northridge. The
experience feels a bit like listening to the boy, the old man and the warrior - without the great music and rich
lyrics. But, with the invaluable assistance of Holli Lovich, Ellen Jarosz and David Sigler and their assistants
who maintain the special collections at CSUN, we’re learning, bit by bit, piece by piece, that patterns
of our history emerge not in sweeping narratives but in the many details preserved by our innumerable
predecessors over the decades. All those people who watched, listened and recorded what may have seemed
like insignificant events left us a rich history to mine.
With those details we are building a timeline of CSLA’s history for our new website. The timeline and
associated history pages will be unveiled at CSLA’s Centennial Celebration at the Hyatt Regency Hotel, San
Francisco Airport on February 5 - 8, 2015. If you have pieces of our history to contribute, you can do it
online now. Visit csla.net/about/history-and-archives/ and follow the instructions. We’ve all been witness
to moments of our history. Share them before they’re lost. As the boy, the old man and the warrior sang:
It’s the fragment, not the day.
It’s the pebble, not the stream.
It’s the ripple, not the sea
That is happening.
Not the building but the beam,
Not the garden but the stone,
Only cups of tea,
And history,
And someone in a tree.

JOHN MCGINNIS
John McGinnis is a past president of the organization. He has been a high school English
teacher and librarian, and a community college dean of the library. He is currently a member
of the board of education of the Long Beach Unified School District.
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CSLA HISTORY:
CELEBRATE!

You’re Invited to a Party!
Barbara Jeffus & John McGinnis

What piece of
CSLA history
do you hold?

H

ave you ever looked closely at the CSLA logo and wondered
how our association could have been established in 1915?
If you remember it as CMLEA, the California Media and
Library Educators Association, it is even more curious that our
history reaches so far back. But history is interesting and the change
of name in 1995, on the 80th anniversary of its founding, officially
returned the association to its original name, the California School
Library Association (CSLA). This is how we find ourselves on the
threshold of our association’s centennial. The next state conference,
aptly designated the Centennial Celebration, will be held at the Hyatt
Regency San Francisco Airport on February 5 – 8, 2015.
Imagine our World 100 Years Ago
Imagine. One hundred years ago Woodrow Wilson was the first
U.S. President to attend a World Series Game. Transcontinental
telephone service from New York to San Francisco was inaugurated.
Isadora Duncan, Arturo Toscanini, Jerome Kern and five other
notables changed their plans and did not sail on the last voyage of the SS Lusitania. “The war to end
all wars,” World War I, began. L. M. Montgomery’s Anne of the Island (Anne of Green Gables, #3)
and William Somerset Maugham’s Of Human Bondage were among the newly published literature
of the year while I Love a Piano by Irving Berlin and Pack Up Your Troubles in Your Old Kit Bag by
Helen Clark were popular songs. They probably weren’t heard on the radio, however, since listening
to the wireless meant you were aboard a ship sending a telegram. The Panama-Pacific International
Exposition was held in San Francisco and that is where the CSLA story begins.
The California School Library Association Begins
During the course of the Exposition many
associations held conferences and meetings in the
bay area. The National Education Association (NEA)
held its 53rd annual convention in August 1915.
Several California school librarians attended that
conference. During their attendance at the NEA
convention, eight California school librarians, inspired
by ALA’s creation of the new School Library Section
and having just attended NEA’s meeting to create
the Library Committee, convened a second meeting
in the Oakland Municipal Auditorium and established the California School Library Association, “to
further the interests of libraries and librarians in educational institutions.” Ella Morgan, librarian at
Lincoln High School in Los Angeles, who had convened the meeting of school librarians, was elected
the association’s first president.
Archives Missing Pieces
Many of the details about what happened in 1915 and since are
stored in the Special Collections and Archives of the Oviatt Library
at California State University, Northridge. Past CSLA officers and
committee chairs deposited their correspondence, organizational
records, journals, photographs, and even early audio-visual equipment
into what was once called the Urban Archives Collection. Today, more
recent records of our history reside in the files and bookshelves of
current or retired members. What piece of CSLA’s history do you hold?
If you have experiences, photos, documents, etc., of CSLA history
worth sharing read Someone in a Tree on the previous page to find out
how you can contribute to CSLA’s history.
t *GZPVIBWFTVHHFTUJPOTBCPVUDFMFCSBUJOHPVSIJTUPSZFJUIFS
at our Centennial Celebration or during the course of our
centennial year, add those ideas too. Visit Crowdsource Our
History on CSLA’s new and expanding digital history pages.
continued on next page
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Join us for
a once in a
lifetime CSLA
Centennial
Celebration

t 8FSFBMTPHPJOHUPQPTUGBWPSJUFNFNPSJFTBCPVUTDIPPMMJCSBSJFTJOHFOFSBM3FBDIPVUUPPUIers—administrators, friends, families, and colleagues—to collect short quotes from them about
school libraries. Were there significant events that influenced their learning, literacy, choices, or
attitudes about libraries? Submit the quotes to Pam Oehlman, Long Beach USD, pjoehlman@
gmail.com. These quoted memories will appear throughout the year on the CSLA website. A
photo of the person quoted is welcome as long as their permission is given.
t -PWFBCJCMJPHSBQIZ $POUSJCVUFCPPLUJUMFTUPUIF100 Books Project led by Kat Patterson,
Fresno USD. The goal is to collect 100 titles of books or stories about school libraries. You’ll be
hearing more from Kat and her committee about how you can help. Meanwhile, take note of
the title you want to add.
t 1MBOOPXUPNBLFZPVSXBZUPUIF$FOUFOOJBM$FMFCSBUJPO1VUPOZPVSCFTUTNJMFBOEKPJOUIF
other attendees for a commemorative photograph to be taken during the conference.
Eight women – school librarians who, as Californians, had recently won the right to vote for president
of the United States – met in the new Oakland Municipal Auditorium on Wednesday afternoon, August
25, 1915, drafted a constitution for the California School Library Association and elected Ella Morgan
their first president. They could not have foreseen the future we now inhabit, nor the events, major and
minor, that took us from their small meeting in 1915 to our next state conference in 2015. That rich
history is worth celebrating!
Join CSLA for a Gala Centennial Celebration!
Join us for a once in a lifetime CSLA Centennial Celebration, February 5 – 8, 2015, at the Hyatt
Regency Hotel, San Francisco Airport. Among the many fun festivities, we’ll showcase a dynamic
timeline, videos and photographs, pages highlighting key events, and downloadable documents of original
correspondence and publications at a gala party in the hotel’s Poolside Pavilion.

BARBARA JEFFUS & JOHN McGINNIS
Barbara Jeffus & John McGinnis are co-chairs of CSLA History and Archives
Committee and Centennial Celebration festivities. Barbara is the former
School Library Consultant at the California Department of Education and
prior to that worked in school libraries K-12 and in district and county level
roles. John McGinnis has been a high school English teacher and librarian,
and a community college dean of the library. He is currently a member of
the board of education of the Long Beach Unified School District. Both are
past presidents of CSLA.
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Azusa Pacific University

Online School Librarianship Programs
Prepare for the comprehensive field of school library services. Earn a credential or master’s degree
from Azusa Pacific to become an effective librarian or media specialist in K–12 libraries and support
the educational needs of students and teachers. One of only four schools in California to offer
these programs, APU is known for graduating prepared, compassionate educators who stand
apart in their field.

Online Teacher Librarian
S e rv ic e s C red e n t i a l
Prepares candidates for the specialized role of school
librarianship in today’s K–12 schools. Students
graduate ready to serve as educational leaders who
are experts in technology, literacy, and diversity.
AT A GLANCE
Units: 30
Average completion time: 15 months
Base cost: $17,820
Take the next step and apply today!
apu.edu/schoollibrarianship

Online M.A.Ed. in School Librarianship
with embedded Teacher Librarian
Ser vices C r eden tial
Designed for individuals who want to work as librarians
or media specialists in K–12 school libraries. Students
graduate ready to connect teachers and their
students with services and resources to enhance the
educational experience.
AT A GLANCE
Units: 39
Average completion time: 18 months
Base cost: $23,166

Graduate and Professional Center
(626) 815-4570 | gpc@apu.edu
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FEATURED AUTHOR

The Accidental Nonfictionist
Larry Dane Brimner

You’re a
teacher. You
simplify things
for your
students on a
daily basis.

I

have a confession to make: I didn’t start my writing career with a longing to write nonfiction. No,
I began by writing picture books and middle-grade novels, my first loves. I also began by collecting
two-and-one-half Xerox boxes of rejections—some good (meaning the editor actually wrote something
personal), some bad (meaning a form letter addressed to “Dear Author”), and some ugly (meaning
nothing more was returned than a coffee-stained, cigarette-smoke-injected manuscript, sometimes one
that was not even my own). Still, I persevered. And wrote. And attended conferences of writers.
I Take up Nonfiction Writing
At one point, I was at a summer conference having lunch with Frank Sloan, editorial director of
Franklin Watts, Inc., a nonfiction house. He suggested I send something to him. As he explained it,
“You’re a teacher. You simplify things for your students on a daily basis. Nonfiction is no different. You
take the complex and make it understandable by young minds.” I’m sure I mentally must have given him a
massive eye-roll, but he handed me his business card, which I dutifully tucked away in my wallet.
Several weeks later I watched as young teens performed stunts on their bicycles in my San Diego
driveway. I was intrigued and asked them what it was called. They said, “BMX freestyle stunt riding.” I
wrote Frank a one-page letter to see if it might be the sort of nonfiction book he would publish—part
history, part how-to (I assumed there was a history to the activity). About three weeks later he phoned to
say he wanted to make an offer on the yet-to-be-written book. I recall him saying, “The question is, will
you be able to accept our terms?”
Terms! He was offering me terms. We chatted about the format of the book and made small talk.
Finally, he said, “Well, think about it and let me know if our terms are acceptable to you.” Like a
locomotive, it hit me that he really was offering me, an unpublished book writer, a contract for something
that didn’t yet exist on paper, and I was so fearful he was going to disconnect and realize what he’d done
that almost without skipping a beat, I said, “You know, Frank, I think your terms sound just fine. Send
me a contract and I’ll begin my research and writing right away.”
BMX Freestyle, a book that went through something like sixteen printings and was an IRA Children’s
Choice selection, was on its way, and suddenly, I was a nonfiction writer. I had a long and happy career
with Frank Sloan. When Franklin Watts opened Orchard Books, my first picture book was published,
followed shortly thereafter by my first (and sadly ONLY) chapter book.
Expanding to a Variety of Nonfiction Topics
STRIKE! The Farm Workers’ Fight for Their Rights marks my onehundred-fifty-eighth book for young readers. Over time, my writing
has grown and my subject matter has changed from sports, science, and
natural history (and all of those planet books and Rookie Readers®) to
topics closer to my heart, like civil rights, social justice, and equality.
When I wrote We Are One: The Story of Bayard Rustin, my picture book
editor suggested I send it to Carolyn P. Yoder, the editor of a new United
States history imprint at Boyds Mills Press called Calkins Creek.
The book came out to starred
reviews and won some nice
awards. This was followed by
Birmingham Sunday, a Eureka!
Gold winner, about the Sixteenth Street Baptist Church bombing
in 1963, and from that title sprang Black & White, my Robert F.
Sibert honor book and winner of the Carter G. Woodson Award.
These are books that balance hope with the nitty-gritty, that show
history with its warts exposed. I like to think of this as shedding
light on inconvenient truths, things that likely would have been left
out of history books not so many years ago but things that add
dimension and sometimes understanding to the motivations or
influences of the subjects being written about.
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These are the
nitty-gritty,
warts-and-all
details that

Real People are Not All Good—or Bad
We are taught in writing classes that no character, no matter how good, is ALL good. Similarly, no
character, no matter how bad, is ALL bad. This is true in fiction. It is true, also, in nonfiction. In We Are
One, I didn’t hesitate to mention that the reason Bayard Rustin was the forgotten man of the civil rights
movement was because he was gay and many of his African American colleagues found this to be an
embarrassment, an inconvenient truth. Fortunately, this attitude evolved, and
Rustin is now celebrated as the movement’s intellectual engineer.

make up

Birmingham’s Reverend Fred L. Shuttlesworth, featured in Black & White,
demanded obedience from his African American congregation and other
followers. That I chose to write about this almost dictatorial aspect of his
personality might have offended some who knew him, but it did not. His
undoubting belief that what he was doing and the way he was doing it was
right and just made him successful in his fight
against Eugene “Bull” Connor, Birmingham’s racist
commissioner of the police and fire departments—
and it made him interesting to me as a writer.

history...

These are the nitty-gritty, warts-and-all details that make up history and add
dimension to it. They make the characters that peopled history real for young
readers, and not-so-young readers. Primary source materials in the form of actual
quotes gleaned from newspaper accounts, letters, and diaries, and observations
and opinions of critics help me paint in words nonfiction characters that are
rounded, characters that otherwise would be flat, one-dimensional, and…well,
uninteresting.
Today’s histories are not in the business of teaching moral lessons, as they were in the past, or of
silencing critical voices. They are about presenting a narrative in such a way that young readers will ask
questions and come to decisions on their own.
References
Brimner, L.D. (2011). Black & White: The Confrontation Between Fred L. Shuttlesworth and Eugene “Bull”Connor.
Honesdale, PA: Calkins Creek.
Brimner, L.D.(2010). Birmingham Sunday. Honesdale, PA: Calkins Creek.
Brimner, L.D.(1987). BMX Freestyle. Danbury, CT: Franklin Watts.
Brimner, L.D. (2014). STRIKE! The Farm Workers’ Fight for Their Rights. Honesdale, PA: Calkins Creek.
Brimner, L.D. (2007). We Are One. Honesdale, PA: Calkins Creek.

LARRY DANE BRIMNER
Mr. Brimner, was a California teacher for twenty years, the last eight of which were spent
at San Diego State University’s School of Education. His next nonfiction book, a mostly
California story, is The Rain Wizard: The Amazing, Mysterious, True Life of Charles Mallory
Hatfield, which will be released from Calkins Creek in Fall 2015.
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CSLA HISTORY:
BENEFITS OF RESEARCH

Celebrating 500 Years of Family History
Alicia De Laurie
The Mexican
Independence
and execution
of the
priest were
witnessed by
my ancestors!

L

ife is full of surprises. After my father died, my mother let me go through an old trunk he kept. In
the trunk was a picture of what appeared to be an Indian woman. I asked my mother who she was.
“Your father’s aunt” she said. “But she is so Indian looking,” I said. “That’s because she WAS,” came
the reply.
The research journey begins
That information started me on my longest research journey ever. At first, names and dates were all I
wanted. To begin, I created a four-generation family chart and used Ancestry.com until I ran out of data.
Then I discovered a gold mine - new.familysearch.org. This database has on-line Catholic primary sources
such as baptisms, marriages and death records. The priests who wrote those records gave more information
than expected. Besides the name of the child, some records include the names of the grandparents, adding
two more generation names to my chart each time. Also, Mexico had a caste system in which the priests
tried to establish ethnicities. There were so many ethnic groups and intermarriages that I think they finally
gave up using that label..
The identification by ethnicity was a turning point in my research. A document dated February 27, 1741
said that one of my ancestors was an African slave. At that point, my search turned into a historical project.
I realized families are not just a list of names. They had experiences, memories and dreams. I wanted to know
all about them; their accomplishments and contributions. I wanted to make their history come alive. This
meant telling the stories, using the information I had discovered.
Cowboys, soldiers and slaves
The first story I wrote was “la esclava” (the slave). Online, I learned the University of Arizona had a
database, “the documents of Parral.” It consists of legal documents recorded in colonial Parral, Chihuahua
where my slave ancestor lived. The records of the slave owner, the sale of slaves, and a property in question,
all gave me the tools to create a historical piece. After family members read it, they asked “What about the
others?”
There were so many “others” that I selected only those with interesting stories. The slave’s descendent
was an originator of the cattle industry in Chihuahua and consequently the cowboy culture in the USA.
The Internet led me to other resources that included a biographical encyclopedia of the state of Chihuahua,
Mexico. In that encyclopedia I found out that Juan Jose Quintana, an ancestor, had been a military man.
While reading about the execution of Father Miguel Hidalgo y Costilla (Mexico’s Independence leader), I
discovered Juan Jose Quintana had been on the execution team of the priest. The Mexican Independence
and execution of the priest were witnessed by my ancestors!
Family skeletons, literally
While looking through records of Rosales, Chihuahua, I noticed that the priest held burial services for 13
men. By searching those records and history books, I learned that a wagon train had been attacked by the
Apaches and one of the dead was an ancestor. Later, while vacationing in Chimayo, New Mexico, I walked
into a museum. On a counter was a pioneer wagon and the driver was a skeleton. Ah! I thought. “La Carreta
de la Muerte!” (The death wagon). La Carreta de la Muerte became another story.
One man I thought was from Rosales, Chihuahua was actually from Paso del Norte (El Paso, Texas). The
Paso del Norte census records said he was a lieutenant. I was ready to give up finding information on him
but decided to Google his name. There he was! His name was Francisco Xavier Bernal and his ancestors
were in New Mexico since the 1600’s. They came with Juan de Oñate sometime in 1598. Most likely they
participated in a battle between Oñate and the Acoma Indians of New Mexico. Later, on a vacation to the
Acoma Indian Reservation, I stood on top of the mesa where the battle was fought, looked at the Native
American homes still standing and the cemetery of those whose lives ended on that mesa.
The last stories I wrote were based on oral history, stories told by my mother and father. Their favorite
stories were of the Mexican Revolution. My father never wanted to share his story. He was orphaned at three
and didn’t know much about his family. But by tracking church and civil records, I learned his mother was
100 percent Otomi Indian and did not speak Spanish.
Taking the next steps

12

It was difficult to end my research. One night while at church I heard a talk about the spirit. I remembered
that when I visited the Museo Nacional de Antropología in México, I saw a sign that said “por mi raza
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their shoes,
saw what they
saw, ate their
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to weddings
with them,
cried over their
adversities
and rejoiced
at their
successes.

hablará el espíritu” (the spirit will speak for my people). That’s it, I thought. The spirit has spoken about my
people. It is my obligation to share by using these ancestors to let the world know they existed. They walked
through mountains, valleys and deserts in all kinds of weather. They built roads. They built houses. They
grew crops. They created families. They came here to succeed.
I wanted to write the feelings my ancestors had. By telling their stories, I walked in their shoes, saw
what they saw, ate their food, went to weddings with them, cried over their adversities and rejoiced at their
successes. The stories were compiled into a book The Cactus on My Forehead. The title comes from a phrase
I overhead. Two ladies were talking about how some of their friends no longer speak Spanish nor consider
themselves Mexican. One quoted her father who said “Everyone knows who you are. Don’t you see the
cactus on your forehead?” I was intrigued by this remark and, like any responsible librarian, I Googled it.
“El nopal en la frente” has more than one meaning. It might mean someone who is of Mexican origin but
doesn’t want to be identified as such. Or it could mean that one look at your face and everyone knows you
are of Mexican ancestry. I chose the latter and used it throughout the book as a reminder to not let labels
set our future.
From an educational and research perspective, a study of family history is a worthy effort. These are just a
few benefits: It naturally drives the inquirer into the research – the family name is at stake. It binds the family
together, dead or alive. It validates family stories, teaches about historical events and creates a historical
family portrait. It is well worth discovering and celebrating!
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CSLA HISTORY:
REWARDS OF
MEMBERSHIP

Memories of CSLA
Deb Stanley

Little did I
know then
what an
important
role this
organization
would play in
so many years
of my life.

W

hen CSLA President Liz Dodds posted a request for memories of the organization, I was
reminded of many wonderful opportunities CSLA has provided me For me, almost 25 years of
participating actively in this great organization has yielded immeasurable rewards.

Becoming an Active CSLA Member
My connections with CSLA began in 1990 when I started classes in Library Sciences at Fresno Pacific
University (FPU), having just been hired as a working Library Media Teacher (LMT) in a Fresno
elementary school. Norma Dick was head of the FPU program and Barbara Jeffus was one of my
instructors. What an incredible experience! In the FPU cohort, Barbara “required” us to join CSLA and
she explained to us the benefits.
Little did I know then what an important role this organization would play in so many years of my
life. I remember carpooling with the Fresno bunch down to our first conference---very far away in Palm
Springs. With the physical journey soon came the lifetime journey. In 1994, I received the first of two
Good Ideas! awards.
Serving on the CSLA State Board
By 2000, after a couple of years as a conference presenter, I got a call from Marilyn Robertson asking if I
would be willing to run for a position on the State Executive Board as Vice President Organization, which
at that time was comprised of nine committees including Membership and Paraprofessional. She caught
me at the perfect moment. Having just finished the last of three research process publications, I said “Yes!”
For the next six years, serving two terms, I flew to Sacramento as many as six times a year for Board
meetings. Yes, in those days before electronic meetings, we actually travelled long distances from all over
the state to meet face-to-face. It was quite exciting and humbling to serve at that time with such esteemed
personae as Barbara Jeffus, John McGinnis, Bob Skapura, Martha Rowland, Penny Kastanis, Anne Wick,
Sandra Yoon, Linda Jewett, Jo Ellen Misakian, Ellie Goldstein-Erickson, Tom Kaun, Richard Moore,
Connie Williams, Diane Alexander, Kathryn Matlock, Carol Shuey, Carlton Martz, Susan Mass, Jackie
Siminitus, Rosemarie Bernier, Nina Jackson, Steve Grant, Rob Darrow, Jeanne Nelson (along with many
others), with visits to the Board by Susan Martimo and Jeff Frost. The face-to-face decision-making was
incredibly powerful and nourished professional, as well as personal, bonds.
Becoming Conference Chair
Besides encouraging Teacher Librarians (TLs) to become involved in local and state-level committees,
there is nothing more rewarding than assisting with a section or state conference. In 2005, Kathryn
Matlock asked me to serve on her Conference Committee as Workshops Chair. That was the year we
asked Michael Cart to come to CSLA. After I completed my Board term in 2006, Sandra Yoon asked me
to be chair of the 2007 conference, “Building Strong School Libraries,” and we tapped new faces such as
Marie Slim and Jane Lofton.
Sharing Successes
Every TL does wonderful things that other people would love to learn about. It has been an honor to
continue almost every year as a conference presenter, thriving on the changes and challenges as emerging
technologies affect library teaching. It has been exciting to meet so many new and talented CSLA
presenters and members. It was beyond imagining for me to receive the President’s Award in 2002 and
the Technology Award in 2014. I can only encourage every person in a California school library, whether
certificated, assistant, parent volunteer, or vendor, to get involved.
For 100 years CSLA has provided opportunities for sharing and leadership. With this Centennial
conference, we reflect on the strides we have made and find tools and support to move forward into a new
era as we embrace Common Core. Many new opportunities await!

DEB STANLEY
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Deb Stanley is currently teacher librarian at Sierra Middle School in Riverside. She has been
the recipient of two Good Ideas! awards, served as Vice President Organization on the State
CSLA Board, was Workshop Chair and then Conference Chair for two successive CSLA state
conferences, and in addition, has been a presenter at most CSLA conferences.

In Memoriam

Earlene Shirley Vandercook Billing
January 7, 1936-September 20, 2014

E
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arlene Billing, a graduate of the San Jose State University library program, served as President of the
California Association of School Librarians (CASL) from 1974-75. It was during her presidency
that negotiations began that would merge CASL with the California Association for Educational
Media and Technology (CAEMAT). Earlene served as co-chair of the consolidation committee with Bill
Roberts, the 1974-75 president of CAEMAT.
Curtis May, who participated in that process, remembers “so many meetings, you can’t imagine!”
Deciding on the name of the new organization “took more time than anything else.”
Finally, in 1977, the committee agreed on a name for the combined organization: the California Media
and Library Educators Association, CMLEA. This name would be changed to California School Library
Association (CSLA) in 1995, but the organization would continue to use the bylaws and incorporation
papers drafted by that committee for CMLEA.
Curtis recalls that Earlene was one of the first in California to get an ESEA grant for her school library,
and described her as “a long-time good friend who provided a lot of leadership in school libraries.” Millie
Lee, another friend and school librarian, also remembers Earlene’s grant-writing abilities. As district
librarian in Burlingame, Earlene “made sure libraries had a line item in the district budget” and received
funding. In 1993, Earlene volunteered to assist CMLEA by working in the association office to handle
conference registration.
After retirement, Earlene worked as a consultant and library volunteer. An example of her generosity
and commitment to libraries can be found at opheartprints.blogspot.com/2010_10_01_archive.html
In 1996 Earlene Billing received CSLA’s Honorary Membership Award. A generous mentor, strong
leader, hard worker, and consummate professional, she made a difference for California school libraries
and for CSLA. She will be missed.
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CSLA HISTORY:
EMBRACING DIVERSITY

Courage, Commitment, and Hangin’ In
Zhita Rea

“Where is
CMLEA’s
commitment
to
multicultural
issues?”

C

SLA is celebrating its Centennial, and it seems appropriate to revisit the history of the Leadership
for Diversity Committee. Visual images – faces, voices, meeting tables – come in bits and pieces,
a kaleidoscope of the past. The most vivid image in my mind is of a California Media and
Library Educators Association (CMLEA, the Association’s name before going back to CSLA) General
Membership meeting at the 1990 state conference in Santa Clara. In the large auditorium Barbara Jeffus,
then president, was reporting to the membership. The online Advanced Placement courses are taught by
college professors who live throughout the United States. LAUSD mentors are teachers-of-record for the
courses. Mentors are required to participate in face-to-face and online training from LAUSD and Apex
Learning, the company that creates our online courses. Mentors teach note-taking skills, keyword and
vocabulary skills, and resiliency. They ensure that students complete assignments and are motivated to
work hard enough to learn the course content.
Questions From the Membership
Suddenly, without warning, startling questions came from somewhere in the audience: “Why is
there almost no ethnic representation among CMLEA’s officers, committee chairs, or boards? Where is
CMLEA’s commitment to multicultural issues?” The impact in the room was palpable! Was this true? Had
we failed to notice? Who had asked these questions? Lenore Daw and Margaret Williams were the two
members who had the courage to stand and speak from their hearts and hurts. Now what?
The meeting ended without resolution or plan for addressing this issue. The challenge raised by
Margaret and Lenore hung in the air. For some of us it did not waft away. Soon after the conference had
ended, Sandy Schuckett called with a mandate. “We’ve got to do something!” I took the issue to the
Committee for Library Media Planning, a group in southern California known for getting things done.
Marilyn Larsen and I agreed to convene a task group to “do something.” The rest is history.
The First Planning Meeting
The people who met early in 1991 at the Los Angeles County Office of Education were not sure how
they could help. Sitting around a table at that first meeting were people like Darlene Dunn, Naomi
Hill, Ruby Ling Louie, Rosemary Rosales, Janet Minami, and Sandy Schuckett. They were busy people,
understandably cautious about added meetings or taking on new responsibilities. But they were also
familiar with and committed to addressing the complex issues of diversity.
It was not long before they had drawn up a basic list of action-oriented goals that could serve as an
association plan: to promote diversity in CMLEA’s leadership, encourage active minority involvement
in CMLEA activities, support recruitment of minorities to the library media profession, and address the
needs of California’s multicultural, multilingual students and teachers. Inspired but hesitant, they agreed
to meet again – and then again. They soon recognized and accepted the fact that they were becoming an
ongoing group. They chose the name Leadership for Diversity (LFD) and began to focus immediately on
their proposed action items.
The Group Becomes Statewide
First they contacted Northern Section members Sherlene Fuller, Evelyn Staton, and Margaret Williams,
who agreed to form the link to make this a statewide effort. Next they met with Alja Gabbedon, CMLEA
membership chair, to discuss ways to reach out to new association members. Alja was immediately
included as an LFD member; now ideas for recruitment and diversity could be easily exchanged between
the two committees.
Publishing ventures came next. Janet Minami, then on the CMLEA Journal Editorial Board, asked
the group to contribute two articles for a Journal issue on diversity. Sandy Schuckett convinced author
Laurence Yep to write one of the articles. The committee as a whole contributed a pot pourri of ideas that
became an article on program implementation. Barbara Jeffus, Journal editor, pledged to have a minority
author write an article for each issue as long as she was editor. There were also occasional articles for the
CMLEA Journal to keep the association informed of committee efforts. Planning began for a session at the
next state conference.
Committee Status and a Scholarship
The group was determined to continue, but it was still informal and self-selected. John McGinnis
was instrumental in changing that model. As a CMLEA state board member, he came to an early LFD
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“I am special,
unique,
priceless,
one of a kind.
Of all God’s
creations, not
another just
like me.”

meeting (July 1991) to ask if the group would be interested in (1) an ad hoc task force to establish a
CMLEA state scholarship to encourage recruitment of minority librarians, and (2) a standing CMLEA
committee under the vice president for professional development. John had already researched an initial
source for funding the scholarship through the sale of museum-type bookmarks. By September 1991, the
Ad Hoc Minority Scholarship Task Force was created, and the state board had approved a $3,200 advance
to purchase the bookmarks. It was time to choose a permanent chair for the group, and Janet Minami was
an obvious and excellent choice.
Under Janet’s leadership, important committee projects were institutionalized. In 1992 the task force
was granted status as a standing committee. Rather than occasional articles, the committee now had
its own regular Newsletter column. The LFD scholarship became a reality. Ann Lathrop worked with
the committee to recruit ethnic candidates to the CSU Long Beach (CSULB) Library Media Teacher
Credential Program and promoted awareness of the scholarship among its students and alumni. The
first scholarship was awarded in 1993 to Darleen Dunn, who was in the LMT program at CSULB. A
scholarship has been awarded almost every year since.
Conference Presentations and the Silent Auction
State conferences became another important arena for LFD influence. At every conference LFD
members from North and South met in an open joint session to discuss current issues and consider
needs for future action; all conference attendees are invited to participate. Over the years many CSLA
officers have attended in a show of support for the committee and its goals. In addition to its own session,
the LFD committee also recruited presenters and sponsored other sessions to ensure that diversity was
reflected throughout each conference. Claudette McLinn started a new tradition at the conference: the
instantly popular and profitable silent auction, introduced as the latest strategy for adding funds to the
LFD scholarship coffers.
Faithful to its original challenge and mission, the committee has an ongoing commitment to recruiting
nominees for CSLA offices at all levels and to incorporating diversity into all committees.
Was this really what Lenore Daw and Margaret Williams had in mind? I called Lenore and asked what
had motivated her to take that courageous first step. She said, “I can still see that room [in Santa Clara].
We were there, but it felt like we were on the outside looking in.”
“Has anything changed?” I asked.
“Yes. When I go to the meetings it seems like we are one, we are open, more like a sisterhood.” (Note:
Men are, of course, included, but the spirit of Lenore’s comment is unmistakable.)
Then I remembered that Lenore was responsible for initiating what has become the traditional closing
for each LFD meeting. I asked her to repeat it for me:
Holding hands in a circle, the group acclaims, “I am special, unique, priceless, one of a kind. Of all
God’s creations, not another just like me.” Then, turning to each other, “You are special, unique, priceless,
one of a kind. . .” And, finally, together, “We are special . . .”
Perhaps Lenore is right. LFD is “special, unique, priceless, one of a kind.”
(Reprinted with minor editing from the CSLA Journal, 22/1 – Fall 1998)

ZHITA REA
now retired, has served on the CMLEA/CSLA Leadership for Diversity Committee. She has
served as K-12 District Library Coordinator and K-12 Audio Visual Media Coordinator for Los
Angeles USD, before being recruited for a position at the LA County Office of Education. She
spent the last 15 years at LACOE as Director of Library Media Services. She has written several
books on the concepts of “Research as a Process.”
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CSLA HISTORY:
LEARNING FROM ONE
ANOTHER

CALIBK12, the Early Days of the Official CSLA Listserv
Peter Milbury

It may seem
as though
email, upon
which list
servers such
as CALIBK12
depend, has
been around
forever...

T

wenty-one years ago this September, the CALIBK12 baby was born into a fine, library-loving family.
Incubated at San Jose State University by its parents, the School of Library and Information Science, the
CALIBK12 birth announcement was emailed out to the academic world on the List of Lists, and the K-12
New List announcement list, along with a special nod to the school library world over LM_NET, the world-wide
discussion group for school library professionals. CALIBK12 soon proved to be a precious and precocious child.
Devoted to its California school library heritage, CALIBK12 eventually matured into its role as the official online
discussion group of the California School Library Association. This is a brief story of that child’s birth and early
years.The challenges are many: lack of time beyond what we consider our daily tasks; lack of expertise at making the
arguments for library programs; lack of contacts with the stakeholders, whom we need to convince. Those looking
for inspiration as well as tips and techniques to succeed in this vital project need look no further than an amazing
school library advocacy group in Oakland.
The Early Years, Way Before Google
It may seem as though email, upon which list servers such as CALIBK12 depend, has been around forever-- and
for some youthful educators that is close to fact. But in the early 1990s almost no K-12 educators used, or even
knew about email. At that time there was the Internet, but no World Wide Web. The first Web browser, Mosaic,
was not even introduced until 1993, followed by Netscape within a year. All Internet use before then was text based.
It was navigated by using a multitude of now obsolete software tools with lighthearted names, such as Gopher (a
menu-based interface), Veronica (search engine for Gopher networks), Jughead (searching individual FTP sites),
Archie (searching for FTP archives), Kermit (for file transfer), along with the Telnet login for remote computer
interface. Telnet was often used to connect with online bulletin boards (BBS) and nascent email-based discussion
groups, which were focused on topics of interest. The BBS system was a major precursor to email-based discussion
groups, such as our baby, CALIBK12.
Email Access for Educators
In California, a major K-12 technology advancement took place in the early 1980’s when the California
Department of Education began sponsoring and promoting free email accounts for educators. Among those early
initiates was the California Technology Project (CTP), followed by Telis, which outlasted CTP by more than a
decade. Some free telis.org email addresses existed well into the 2000’s.
CD-ROM Networks
As a school Library Media Teacher at Pleasant Valley High School in Chico (PVHS), I was fortunate to have
a principal, Robert Cranston, who supported my interest in educational technology, especially in exploring the
potential for computers and information networks. The Chico Unified School District also gave its support. By the
end of the 1990-91 school year, we had our first three-computer CD-ROM network. By 1992 two computers were
added, a Mac Classic and a PC, dedicated to dialup access to the Internet, including email.
During that time, a collaboration with the Chico High School Library Media Teacher, Nancy Rowell, was
established. Nancy and I had a common interest in developing CD-ROM computer networks. With district
backing, we arranged to spend a day observing and brainstorming at Mesa Verde High School, near Sacramento.
At the previous CSLA Conference we had learned that Bill Sears, Mesa Verde’s Library Media Teacher, had recently
developed an effective CD-ROM network, which we wanted to observe. Bill was happy to host us for a visit.
At Mesa Verde we saw how Bill was making extensive use of computer technology. It was an invigorating and
fruitful day, encompassing many technology-related topics, including the online educational discussion groups that
we explored. The three of us agreed to stay in touch using email. To facilitate our correspondence, I set up a group
mail section in my email system (most of us used PINE mail). In some respects, the seeds of CALIBK12 and its
older sibling, LM_NET, were sown that day.
Online Professional Resources
In early 1992 there were no online discussion groups for LMTs. Those of us who were looking online for ideas
and information often joined academic educational lists. Some of those lists were EDTECH (general educational
discussions), Kidsphere (curriculum and online projects), H-Net (various history discussion topics), PACS-L (library
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computer systems), LIBREF-L (reference librarianship issues), PUBLIB (public librarians). As I received messages or
explored the GOPHER archives of those groups, I occasionally noticed postings by other LMTs. I routinely emailed
to them a request to add them to my group mail list, (which Nancy, Bill and I had dubbed the “leading edge
librarians”) in order to share common interests in K-12 curriculum projects and information of interest to LMTs.
LM_NET is Launched
By June of 1992 the “leading edge librarians” numbered around forty or so LMTs. It was then that I was
contacted by Mike Eisenberg, Professor of Library Science at Syracuse University, asking me to join him in
launching a mailing list for LMTs, called LM_NET. I agreed, and with the addresses that Mike had gathered,
combined with those of the “leading edge librarians,” LM_NET launched with close to 100 members. Our numbers
grew to around 400 by the beginning of 1992, and reached close to 1,000 by the end of the year. Many California
LMTs participated in those early years.
However, a common and troubling comment from California LMT colleagues was that the volume of mail on
LM_NET, often averaging 40-60 postings per day, was too high. It was overwhelming to sort through that many
messages daily, especially given the simple email software (PINE) then available. Also, the focus was much wider and
unsuitable to their needs. It was clear that California LMTs needed a mailing list that met the needs of California
LMTs.
CALIBK12 Becomes a Reality
The mailing list software in use at that that time was an early public domain version of LISTSERV. That early
LISTSERV software required a powerful, networked computer linked to the Internet. In order to have our own
California LMT mailing list, we would need to find an institution or university that would be willing to host a new
group. Fortunately, through my LM_NET co-founder/moderator, Mike Eisenberg, I was put in touch with his
friend and professional colleague, Stuart Sutton. Stuart was the director of the School of Library and Information
Science at San Jose State University, and he made arrangements for SJSU to host and provide technical support for
the brand new CALIBK12 discussion group, using Listserv software.
On September 3, 1993, the following appeared as a New-List announcement <bit.listserv.new-list>, along with
similar announcements on LM_NET and elsewhere:
CALIBK12: A Discussion Group For California Library Media Teachers
For California library media teachers--a discussion group, CALIBK12
(California Librarians K-12) has been set up to serve the school
library media community in California. This list is operated by Stuart
Sutton, Director of the School of Library and Information Science, San
Jose State University, Stephanie Jones, Coordinator of the LMT
Credential Program, San Jose State University, and Peter Milbury,
Library Media Teacher, Pleasant Valley High School, Chico, California.
Conversation on this list will focus on the topics of distinct interest to
the California school library media community, including legislation
affecting school library media centers, regional and statewide
networking and resource-sharing, school library education and training
programs, California Online Resources for Education (CORE), the
California Technology Project and other services, organizations,
resources or events that affect California school libraries and library
media teachers.
This discussion is open to ALL school library media teachers in
California and people involved with the school library media field.
It is not for general librarians or educators. We want to keep the
activity and discussion focused on issues and events which affect and
interest those involved with California school libraries and library
media teachers. But, the discussion can be used by library media
people for many different things- to ask for input, share ideas and
continued on next page
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information, link programs that are geographically remote, make
contacts, etc.
This is a list for practitioners helping practitioners, sharing ideas,
solving problems, telling each other about new publications and
up-coming conferences, asking for assistance or information, and
linking schools through their library media centers in California.
All of the arrangements had been made via email, and Stuart put me directly in touch with the network
consultant who supported the email groups at SJSU. I appreciated that as moderator I was given great freedom to
establish guidelines and moderate discussions.

experience on a

School Library Personnel Get a Voice

diverse range of

Soon, CALIBK12 started to grow, and the discussions indeed reflected local California needs. Some of the folks
who were part of that early group have shared their recollections with me by email.

topics…

A number of those members were library aides or technical staff. Joanne Ladewig (A.K.A. “Library Lady”),
currently Library Media Tech at Lawrence Elementary in Garden Grove, shared that “Calib has given me great
insight into the vast variety among school library programs and personalities, and in those early years, seems like
we helped each other a lot with automation as it started coming into school libraries in the early 1990’s. It was
incredibly helpful to have such quick and useful responses from all levels of experience on a diverse range of topics,
especially those pertaining to California school libraries. I always find it insightful to read the opposing opinions
and get a different perspective.”
Esther Sinofsky, currently Administrative Coordinator, Integrated Library & Textbook Support Services, Los
Angeles Unified School District, was then Library Media Teacher at Robert Frost Middle School in Los Angeles
Unified School District. She notes that: “Since many of us were starting to automate libraries, those issues were
discussed. Budget – including for staff – was another. We shared titles of books. CD-ROM-based reference
materials (1993 was still in the Ice Age for online reference as we know it now!).”
Connie Williams, Teacher Librarian at Petaluma High School, feels that, “Everything I know about being a
school librarian I learned from CALIBK12. We talked, asked questions, gave opinions... Richard Moore was the
best instigator of discussions and I loved having him there!”
“I was able to throw out wacky ideas and get great suggestions. It was also a place to grow and learn as a library
leader because it gave a scaffold from which to draw expertise of others to apply in my own school. It also gave me
a link to CSLA that, through the years invited me [us] to join and participate... and it gave me an insight into the
politics of school libraries.”
George Pilling, well known on CALIBK12 for his service as the listserv moderator, was a new teacher librarian
in Visalia during those days. He recalls several CALIBK12 gatherings at CSLA and notes: “When did we have the
money? – because then that’s what the discussions were about. Other early topics were automation and as always
why don’t we have very many librarians and recommended books.” As George noted, the gatherings at CSLA
were important ways for word to spread about the value of being in touch through CALIBK12. Indeed, a regular
commercial supporter of those events, Linworth Publishing, produced books and magazines in which LMTs could
share their successes with librarians and teachers in print format.
The List Becomes an Advocacy Tool
A CALIBK12 subscriber who was not an LMT, Jackie Siminitus was a special type of corporate librarian,
assigned by her employer, AT&T, to support schools in their adoption of good practices using the Internet. She
created and shared online teaching tools and links that became popular with CALIBK12 users. She was also
instrumental in using the list for advocacy. As noted on the CSLA Best Sellers website, “During the CSLA Fall
Conference in November 1995, CSLA President Bonnie O’Brian tapped Jackie Siminitus and Janice Kessler to
co-chair a publicity campaign to raise awareness of the California Public School Library Protection Fund, a state
income tax check-off (line55). The donation option required a minimum of $250,000 raised each year in order for
the check-off to remain on the state tax form.... That was the early days of the Internet, before www and browsers.
Peter Milbury had started CSLA’s listserv, CALIBK12, so Jackie decided to use that as a key way to communicate
with members.” The campaign was a success, providing school libraries across the state with much-needed funding
for library materials.
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Jackie also posted a “contest” for the best name for that promotional campaign and received a long list of
creative names from Bolsa Grande High School Librarian Richard Moore. He won the prize for his suggestion,
‘Best Sellers’” according to the same source.
…And the List Goes On…
After Peter Milbury retired as CALIBK12 moderator, George Pilling took on those duties, continuing to host
CALIB get-togethers at the annual conference, and as needed reminding list users of the list rules. When George
stepped down as moderator, Joan McCall and Becky Johnston became the CALIBK12 co-moderators.
Many CALIBK12 participants were either then or soon to become leaders in not only school libraries, but
in education as well. That trend appears to be continuing today, and it is gratifying to note that, in an age of
remarkable computer technologies, CALIBK12 still plays an important role: serving LMTs and their schools.
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Political Action for California School Libraries:
A History of Our Successes
Sandy Schuckett, with input from Jeff Frost, CSLA Political Advocate
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School libraries are in trouble in California. Why doesn’t CMLEA [now CSLA] do something about
it?” These were my words at an informal lunch with Edna Sewill, a CMLEA/CSLA leader, during
the 1981 American Library Association (ALA) conference in San Francisco. “Why don’t you do
something about it?” was her response. Edna suggested that I get in touch with Penny Kastanis, VP/
Governmental Relations for CMLEA, and volunteer to become a member of the Governmental Relations
Committee. I did. . . and so began a long and exciting journey.
I had recently received training in the “Ins and Outs” of political advocacy for school (and other)
libraries as a delegate to the First White House Conference on Library and Information Services in
Washington, DC in 1979. I decided to put that training to work. I became a member, and then the Chair
of the CMLEA Governmental Relations Committee.
Early Advocacy Efforts

support from

Penny Kastanis had been fighting valiantly for school libraries in California. She led an effort to get
our state legislature to support school libraries, but it seemed like a constant uphill battle. At our annual
CMLEA conferences, our lobbyist would present a concurrent session on legislative issues but it would be
sparsely attended by members. It was all very disheartening. Bills that could impact school libraries came
before the Legislature, and Penny, through her LegiLetter, would inform CMLEA members that they
needed to contact their legislators to urge them to support or oppose the particular bill. As Chair of the
committee, I would get on the phone, with the CMLEA Directory in my hand, and call members all over
the state, trying to get them to advocate for our school libraries. Sadly, we didn’t have a lot of success.

her assembly

A New Lobbyist Creates Change
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In 1992 CMLEA hired the Sacramento lobbying firm of Frost, Davis and Donnelly, and Jeff Frost
became the new (and current) lobbyist. Positive things started to happen. The first bill on our behalf
was introduced in the state assembly by then Assemblymember Delaine Eastin, who later became State
Superintendent of Schools. This bill would have added an extra tax to the sale of pornographic videos,
and this tax would have paid for school library materials. It seemed like a great idea at the time, but the
bill quickly died in the legislative process, because to most legislators, it seemed implausible. As a result,
however, Ms.Eastin had begun to be educated about school library issues, and she became one of our
major champions. She continued to support school libraries for as long as she remained in public service.
The California School Library Protection Act
In February 1993 Ms. Eastin introduced another bill: A.B. 323. This bill created the California School
Library Protection Act, which was designated to authorize the state Department of Education to “grant
state funds to school districts to develop a school library improvement plan, to purchase core literature,
other library materials and library media technology, as defined, and to replace outdated library materials.”
Ms. Eastin traveled around the state showing her arsenal of obsolete “man will someday go to the moon”
books, and she garnered large support from her assembly colleagues. The bill was contingent on the
passage of S.B. 170, which was authored by Senator Bill Craven from San Diego.
S.B. 170 created the funding source for A.B. 323: the California Income Tax Form 540. It provided a
check-off box for taxpayers to mark on their tax returns designating a specified amount of $1 or more to
be transferred to the California School Library Protection Fund (CSLPF). Senator Craven was another
of our champions, and along with his coauthors, Senators Nick Petri from Oakland, Ralph Dills from
Gardena, and Dan Boatwright from Mount Diablo, the three of them raised the awareness of school
library needs in the State Senate.
S.B. 170 and A.B. 323 Become Law!
On October 10, 1993, at literally the eleventh hour, California Governor Pete Wilson signed both
bills into law. S.B. 170 created the tax check-off and A.B. 323 created the grant program to distribute the
funds raised through the check-off. It reserved 50 percent of the generated funds for schools with at least a
half-time credentialed teacher librarian, and made the other 50 percent available to all other schools. The
bills passed in the assembly by a 56-8 vote, and in the state senate by 30-3.
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The tax check-off had to raise $250,000 each year in order to remain on the California 540 tax form,
and the legislation would be in effect for five years. During the first year (1993-94), $266,000 was
transferred to the CSLPF, and at the same time, a real, honest-to-goodness school library consultant,
Barbara Jeffus, was hired at the California State Department of Education. Her first major task was the
administration of the check-off funds and the dispersal of $5,000 and $10,000 grants to schools that
submitted school library plans in accordance with the language of the legislation. By this time Delaine
Eastin had been elected State Superintendent of Schools, and had added another $500,000 to the fund,
enabling 150 schools to receive grants during the first year.
More Money for School Libraries
Over the next five years the check-off continued to garner sufficient funds to remain on the tax form. In
1995 a budget augmentation of $12,000,000 (yes, you read that correctly: million!) was added on a onetime basis to the fund. Then, in the 1997 Budget Bill, another school library champion, Assemblymember
Denise Ducheny from San Diego, created a one-time augmentation of $3,400,000 for school libraries.
By the end of 1997, 2,562 schools had received library grants, and Ms. Ducheny would go on to do even
bigger and better things for school libraries.
As the tax check-off funds were being increased annually, something else very exciting was happening.
CSLA members were learning how to become strong grassroots advocates. Presentations made at state
and regional conferences by lobbyist Jeff Frost and the VP/Legislation (by then, yours truly) taught CSLA
members the nuts and bolts of political advocacy.
The First Library Legislative Day
Concurrent with the action taking place in the state legislature on behalf of school libraries, CSLA
began a new endeavor in political advocacy: Library Legislative Day (LegiDay). In 1993 a staunch group
of 36 CSLA members descended on Sacramento, and for the first time actually visited their legislators’
offices to talk about school libraries.
As time went on, CSLA attendance numbers at LegiDay in Sacramento increased, and by 2002 LegiDay
in the District was added. This provided an opportunity for CSLA members, in addition to parents,
teachers, and students, to visit decision-makers in their home offices. As we continued to participate in
these two LegiDay activities, legislators began to get the message that strong school libraries are important
in the education of students in their districts, and the need for them to support it.
California Public School Library Act of 1998
On February 27, 1997, history was made when Assemblymember Denise Ducheny introduced A.B.
862, the bill that created the California Public School Library Act of 1998 (CPSLA). This bill would
create a specific line item and a specific amount of money in the governor’s annual budget, separate from
all other instructional materials funding, and the funds in this line would be devoted specifically, and only,
to school library materials and technology. Twenty-four assembly members signed on as co-authors.
With the advent of this bill, an unprecedented amount of serious grassroots advocacy began. With the
advent of the CSLA listserv, CALIBK12, we were able to disseminate the potent talking points needed for
our advocacy, and CSLA members who had earlier been a bit reluctant to become involved in a somewhat
unfamiliar activity now knew that they had to become involved for the sake of their students. Letters and
phone calls and faxes and emails began flowing to Sacramento, and any legislators who had been ‘in the
dark’ about school libraries were suddenly exposed to the light.
The legislation passed both houses. It was an enormous victory! It was signed into law on August
21, 1998, a red-letter day! For the first year, Governor Pete Wilson placed $158.5 million into the
CSLPF, and that figure was maintained through the 1999, 2000, and 2001 budget years. It amounted
to approximately $28 per student in every California public school to be exclusively spent on library
materials and technology.
Grassroots Advocacy in Action
In 2002 an effort was made by Governor Gray Davis to consolidate all instructional materials funding
into one block grant, thereby removing the library line item in the budget. Legislation was written to
repeal CPSLA in the form of a budget bill: A.B. 1781. Once again, a grassroots advocacy campaign was
mounted, and once again Sacramento legislative offices were deluged with communications, not only from
school library folks, but also from parents and teachers and students and school administrators. These
efforts were so successful that many legislators were quoted as saying, “I get it! Please don’t send any more
letters.” So – we sent more letters! And on April 24, 2002, a week after LegiDay, the California Public
School Library Act was officially removed from the block grant, and maintained as a separate dedicated
line item. We had won again.
continued on next page
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….But No Databases
In 2006, at the urging of CSLA VP/Legislation Ellie Goldstein-Erickson, and with assistance from John
McGinnis, Assemblymember Loni Hancock introduced the CSLA-sponsored A.B. 2450 which would
require the State of California to purchase age-appropriate databases that could be used by students in all
school districts. This bill would have provided $12 million in the state budget to fund the purchase of
these databases. The bill failed passage in the Appropriations Committee and in 2007 it was reintroduced
as A.B. 333, again carried by Assemblymember Hancock. While this bill also failed due to a lack of
funding it allowed for a very healthy dialog with legislators and policy leaders about the needs of students
and school libraries in the digital age. It was the beginning of the discussion about the need to prepare
our students to master 21st Century Learning Skills.
Model School Library Standards
It was also for this reason – the need to champion 21st Century Learning Skills, cyber safety for all
students and the improvement of school libraries statewide—that California school library standards
were developed and adopted. CSLA had already developed and published school library standards under
the leadership of Jo Ellen Misakian. However, there was clearly a need for official state school library
standards.
CSLA sent a letter to the State Superintendent of Public Instruction Jack O’Connell urging him to
prepare library standards for adoption by the State Board of Education. CDE responded favorably to
the proposal, and the development of the standards was supported vigorously by CSLA. Standards were
developed by a volunteer writing team and then reviewed by hundreds around the state in focus comment
periods.
Jeff Frost, CSLA legislative advocate, worked with Assembly member Julia Brownley to garner
signatures from 35 legislators to send the standards to the SBE for their approval. After considerable
debate and testimony from CSLA leaders and others, the State Board of Education adopted the California
Model School Library Standards in September 2010.
The Winning Combination
These successes were due to five major factors: 1) the hiring of CSLA lobbyist, Jeff Frost; 2) school
library champions in the state legislature; 3) a stronger emphasis on advocacy by our association; 4)
CSLA’s co-sponsorship, with the California Library Association, of LegiDays; and 5) the use of current
technology as the best means by which to provide information to our members when action was needed.
Beginning in 2002-03, California has experienced many years of enormous deficits in the state budget.
Many other changes have taken place in education – too many to delineate here – and CSLA has
attempted to use many methods to retain state support for school libraries. Some have worked, some have
not, but our members have learned that they need to continue to be involved in the political arena on all
levels. We can only forge ahead in this important work – the students of California need strong, fullystaffed school libraries equipped with the latest appropriate print and technological resources, and it is up
to us to assure that this happens.
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A Conference Like This Comes Along Once a Century!

CSLA First Timer Conference Scholarship
The CSLF is offering a $350 scholarship for a CSLA Teacher Librarian to attend a CSLA
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Twenty Years Ago: Celebrating the Creation of the California
School Library Consultant Position
John Archer
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he job announcement was distributed at the May 14, 1994, then-CMLEA State Board meeting
and read like a page out of Every Librarian ‘s Dream Diary: “The School Library Consultant will
be 100 percent devoted to the integration of school library resources and instructional strategies
in California’s educational reform efforts.”
It was a dream come true. For the first time in over 20 years, a professional school librarian would
have the full-time opportunity to build partnerships right in the heart of the California Department
of Education (CDE). In a state that ranked last, nationwide, in terms of school libraries operated by
certified staff, this was a major step in influencing the education of approximately five million public
school students.
Creating this position was the result of a remarkable, coordinated effort between CDE, the California
State Library, and CMLEA and, in the words of Gary Strong, state librarian at that time, a story of “lots
of people working together, never forgetting the goal.”

departments,

After the First Legislative Day, the Process Begins

and California

Soon after becoming an active member of CMLEA, John McGinnis recognized an alarming fact:
many states had full-time credentialed school librarians in positions of power within state education
departments, and California didn’t. It was no coincidence that John helped to organize, and then
participated in, CMLEA’s first Legislative Day in May 1993 in Sacramento, joining other California
school librarians in numerous face-to-face meetings with state legislators.

didn’t.

The day after Legislative Day, John stayed in Sacramento, meeting with Fred Tempes, associate
superintendent of the Division of Curriculum, Instruction and Assessment, as well as with CDE
representatives of History/Social Science, Science and Environmental Education, Language Arts/
Foreign Language, Educational Technology, and Healthy Kids, Healthy California. The meetings,
designed to help establish a positive working relationship between CMLEA and CDE, were arranged
by Mae Gundlach, CDE language arts consultant, whose duties included acting as official liaison to
CMLEA for the past several years.
That afternoon, John met with Gary Strong, state librarian. John had learned earlier that the
California State Library helped to administer the federal Library Services and Construction Act (LSCA)
money, which had funded full-time library consultant positions at the California Youth Authority,
California Adult Corrections Agency, and California Community Colleges Chancellor’s Office. “The
State Library,” Mr. Strong said later, “provides opportunities for groups to experiment and test the
viability of positions.”
Could the State Library fund a position in the CDE to coordinate library media services in
California? Indeed, the State Library would consider a LSCA grant application if the proposal for the
school librarian position could come directly from the superintendent of public instruction and if the
CDE could commit to seeking further funding once the LSCA funding ended (a maximum of three
years).
Funding and Support at the State Level
Another series of meetings between John McGinnis and CDE personnel took place in Sacramento in
August 1993. John met again with Fred Tempes as well as representatives of Migrant Education, School
Improvement, Curriculum Frameworks, Compensatory Education, Bilingual Education, and California
Basic Educational Data Systems. After these preliminary Sacramento meetings, it appeared that there
was a remarkable combination of enthusiasm for school libraries at the CDE level as well as a real
funding opportunity through the State Library. It seemed like an appropriate time to meet with Harvey
Hunt, deputy superintendent of public instruction, to determine interest at the highest level.
The meeting with Harvey Hunt, Fred Tempes, and Shirley Hazlett, head of the Language Arts/Foreign
Language unit of Curriculum, Instruction and Assessment, provided options for the organizational
placement of the proposed school librarian position. While Ms. Hazlett, a long-term supporter of school
libraries, advocated placing the new person within the Language Arts/Foreign Language unit, John
McGinnis leaned toward a more independent placement of the job. After this preliminary discussion,
the participants agreed to reconvene later.
The second meeting provided the opportunity for John to amplify his contention, now reinforced
after talking with various other CMLEA leaders, that the library position had to be independent of any
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singular curricular area. To be affiliated with language arts would mean that cooperation with the social
science unit, for example, would be more difficult. The answer was to mirror the public school model
where the library is a separate department, not a part of any other department. Mr.Tempes agreed to the
independent option. The library consultant would report directly to him, much like the already existing
K-12 Visual and Performing Arts consultant, funded by the Getty Foundation. In addition, he agreed to
maintain the position as a 100 percent library oriented position. As John said, “CDE wanted to make it
happen.”
The Application is Submitted
On October 1, 1993, Acting State Superintendent of Public Instruction William Dawson submitted to
Mr. Strong a preliminary out-of-cycle (non-fiscal-year) application for a 1993-94 LSCA Title III grant.
The project summary began:
“The intent is to position the school library professional from February 1, 1994, through September
30, 1997, with LSCA grants, thus allowing CDE time to plan and implement funding from October
1, 1997 on if the position proves effective. The position will require a valid California credential
for library services, will be 100 percent devoted to the integration of school library resources and
instructional strategies in California’s educational reform efforts, and will report directly to the Associate
Superintendent of the Curriculum, Instruction and Assessment Division.”
Within the letter, the desired outcomes were listed by which the effectiveness of the school library
position would be evaluated. They included:
t 8PSLUPXBSEQSPGFTTJPOBMTUBïOHXJUIBDFSUJëFEMJCSBSZNFEJBUFBDIFSJOFWFSZQVCMJDTDIPPM
library.
t 8PSLUPXBSESFHVMBSBOOVBMGVOEJOHGPSMJCSBSZNBUFSJBMTJOFWFSZQVCMJDTDIPPMMJCSBSZ
t 8PSLXJUIJOTUJUVUJPOTPGIJHIFSMFBSOJOHJO$BMJGPSOJBXIJDIPêFSUIF-JCSBSZ.FEJB5FBDIFS
Credential in order to help coordinate the recruitment, education, and placement of candidates
representative of California’s rich multicultural/multilingual population and prepared in accordance with the national guidelines expressed in AASL and AECT’s Information Power.
On November 29, 1993, Mr. Strong responded to the letter by inviting the acting state superintendent
of public instruction to proceed with the complete application, noting the initiative “has the potential to
strengthen school library media services throughout California.”
California Hires its First School Library Consultant!
On April 18, 1994, Mr. Dawson sent the final LSCA application to Mr. Strong revising the beginning
date of the funding to July 1, 1994. The application was accepted, the job publicized, and six candidates
applied. Interviews were held on July 11, the interview panel consisting of Mae Gundlach and Dorothy
Martinez-K of CDE, Robert Skapura of CMLEA, Neel Parikh of the California Library Association ,
and Barbara Will of the California State Library. Barbara Jeffus, a past president of CMLEA and former
director of library services at Clovis Unified School District, was selected and began her new duties on
August 1, 1994. Barbara Jeffus would continue to serve California school libraries in this position for
almost 20 years.
The responsibilities of the job are varied. Typical duties include networking with specific curricular areas
within CDE, including identification of model school library programs, planning for staff development,
and promoting increased funding and acquisitions. In addition, the school library consultant networks
with school sites, districts, and county offices of education in California and with organizations and
associations that relate to school library services both within and outside the state. Furthermore, the
library consultant monitors legislation at the state and national level relative to school library programs
and also administers the California Public School Library Protection Fund.
How Did This Happen?
What was it that resulted in the creation of the library consultant job? “The timing was right, the
CMLEA leadership [was proactive], the department [CDE] was receptive, and,” said Gary Strong, “there
was a lot of work in and around the issue.” What ingredient was missing in prior years? “The forces of the
universe were focused [then], but nobody paid attention,” Fred Tempes noted.
(Editor’s note: This article is reprinted, with minor editing, from the Fall 1994 issue of
the CMLEA Journal)

JOHN ARCHER
John Archer, now retired, served as the teacher librarian at Colton Middle School, Carmel High School,
and is a former editor of the CSLA Journal. He currently enjoys traveling and “collecting public library
cards.”
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Standing on the Shoulders of Giants
Renée Ousley-Swank
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A

s the California School Library Association (CSLA) celebrates its Centennial Anniversary and
I celebrate my first anniversary as the School Library Technology Consultant at the California
Department of Education (CDE), this is the perfect opportunity to reflect on what led me to
Sacramento. Many people were influential both directly and indirectly in my attaining this position. It
should be no surprise that one of these influences was my father.
Formative Years
My father, Sam Ousley, a teacher librarian and an active CSLA member (Northern Section President,
1995–96) was certainly the biggest influence on my decision to pursue a career as a teacher librarian.
His involvement with CSLA during my formative years had an indirect influence that I am only now
fully beginning to understand.
When I was growing up, participating in CSLA activities was a family affair. My mother would join
my father in attending the annual conference. When author symposiums were held locally my mom
was there making sure everything ran smoothly. My parents would return from these events with
autographed books for my brother and me.
Not only did my parents return from these events with books, they also brought home stories of
movers and shakers in the school library world, many of whom they counted as friends. Only now as
an adult have I begun to realize the impact these stories had on me and my life as a teacher librarian.
Among the names I heard mentioned were Jeanne Nelson, Peter Milbury, Bob Skapura, Sandy
Schuckett, Ellie Goldstein-Erickson, Barbara Jeffus, John McGinnis, Lonna Carlson, Linda Jewett, and
Penny Kastanis, to name just a few.
Following in my Father’s Footsteps
Like my father, I became a classroom teacher. While I was teaching in Manteca Unified School
District, the same district in which my father was a teacher librarian, he began contemplating
retirement. It was his heart’s desire to see me in his library position. Taking the phrase “grow your own”
literally, he encouraged me to earn my library credential. If that phrase is unfamiliar, it means nudging
your best and brightest classroom teachers into a library credentialing program. For me that meant
attending Fresno Pacific University.
Although I did not step into my father’s library position, we did work together for several years as
colleagues when I was hired as the teacher librarian to open a brand new high school library. While
I was already an elected officer of the local chapter of the California Teachers Association (CTA), my
father encouraged me to also become an active member of our professional library organization, CSLA.
Together we attended my first CSLA conference, this time as peers. He took great pride in
introducing me to the people he valued in the library world, those same people I had heard discussed
at the dinner table for years. I’ve gone on to maintain a connection and friendship with many of these
people and value the foundation they provide for me. Continuing in his footsteps, I am making my
own connections with new leaders in the world of school libraries.
The Seed Is Planted
For several years I attended CSLA board meetings as liaison from CTA. At CTA State Council
meetings, Sandy Schuckett and I advocated for teacher librarians and strong library programs. I served
as chair of the CSLA Para-professional Committee and worked on several conference committees with
the current CSLA President-elect, the conference chair, and CSLA’s conference coordinator at that time,
Carol Shuey. I still hold the office of Northern Region Treasurer.
Through this involvement I had the good fortune to hear firsthand Barbara Jeffus’ updates from the
CDE, Jeff Frost’s legislative reports, and to witness the internal work of the CSLA board. It was at these
meetings I learned about Barbara’s impending retirement. My ears perked up when she urged California
teacher librarians to take the State Service Examination for Education Program Consultant. This exam
places job candidates on the eligibility list for hiring, the only way one can be considered for a state
position. Just like my father, Barbara took the concept of “grow your own” to heart.
In 2008, my dad passed away from a sudden illness. At his memorial service the seed was planted
to consider the state position. In a conversation with Sally Berlant, former director of the Graduate
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Level School Library Credential program at CSU, Sacramento and an instructor and dear friend of my
father, I mentioned my interest in applying for the CDE position but doubted I was qualified to apply.
Sally strongly encouraged me to apply if and when the position opened. She said my passion for school
libraries would make me a strong candidate. It was her belief in me that inspired me to earn my master’s
degree in library science, with the ultimate goal of working as the school library consultant at the CDE.
Thank you, Sally!
History Repeats Itself
When Barbara “retired” in 2010, it was Tom Adams, director of the Curriculum Frameworks
and Instructional Resources Division, who encouraged her to stay on part-time to hold the library
consultant position until the budget improved and the position could be opened. During this time
several CDE positions were eliminated and roles consolidated. Without Tom’s support this could easily
have happened to the library consultant position.
Just as in 1994, with the combined efforts of the CDE, the State Library, and CSLA in the initial
creation of the School Library Consultant position, many of these same entities were involved in the
creation and continuation of what is now called the School Library Technology Consultant position.
Thanks go to Tom Adams at the CDE, Jeff Frost, the CSLA Legislative Advocate, and Barbara Jeffus,
former School Library Consultant, for ensuring the ongoing presence of school libraries at the
California Department of Education.
Still Giving
Despite the fact my father is gone, he is here in spirit. His picture is attached to my computer,
watching over me as I work for strong school library programs in California. I am grateful for my
support system, especially my husband Jeff, my dear friend Ginny, my mom Billie, and my beagles
Abby and Lucy. They tolerate my three-hour round-trip commute from the ranch our family has lived
on for seven decades to Sacramento. They recognize the value of the work I do, and I thank them for
sharing me.
So rest assured, when I work at the CDE analyzing proposed legislation, providing technical
assistance to the field, presenting library updates at meetings, acting as CDE liaison to CSLA, and
working on behalf of California’s school library programs, I know I stand on the shoulders of giants.

RENÉE OUSLEY-SWANK
Renée Ousley-Swank has served as a teacher librarian, CSLA liaison from CTA,
chair of the CSLA Para-professional Committee, and worked on several conference
committees. She is now the CDE School Library Technology Consultant.
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S

ometimes the stars just seem to align around an idea or project. This is what happened in the
intense—sometimes joyful, sometimes tortuous—journey toward developing the Standards and
Guidelines for Strong School Libraries document.

School Library Funding from the State
In 1998, CSLA’s powerful lobbyist, the incomparable Jeff Frost, helped convince the state legislature to
fund school libraries to the tune of $28.80 per student. This was an unheard of occurrence in the State of
California and one that inspired great joy in the hearts of school library personnel across the state.
In order to apply for this bounty, schools were required to write a school library plan. I was involved in
this because I was working at the Fresno County Office of Education at the time and was, as librarian of
record for schools in the county without a Library Media Teacher (teacher librarian) on staff, asked to sign
off on the grants.
What Is a Good School Library Program?
It quickly became evident that administrators had scant information on what is required to maintain a
strong school library. Thus began the idea of benchmarks and criteria to measure the resources of a school
library program. In other words, by developing county school library standards. A group of school library
folk and administrators convened to begin the arduous task of producing a set of criteria from which
administrators could evaluate and put in place a plan to improve this vital part of the school community.
The final document was well-received—and even embraced—by local administrators which verified that
our school leaders really did want to provide quality library service to their students, but were unsure how
to go about making this happen. The Fresno county school library standards document proved to be of
great help to administrators and school library personnel and for the first time provided some benchmarks
for assessing the schools’ library services.
Creating CSLA School Library Standards
The next logical step, at least in my mind, was to create an expanded and more detailed document to
share with school library personnel and administrators throughout the state. In 2001, as the immediate
past-president of CSLA, I gladly accepted the challenge and began to assemble a geographically diverse
task force. Doing so was not as easy as one would imagine—leading me to treasure those who did
step forward—to begin the complicated and far-reaching process of burrowing into every aspect of an
exemplary library service.
Fortunately, this incredible and dedicated group of teacher librarians assumed responsibility for
assembling a subgroup in their particular parts of the state. The subcommittees’ work was heavily
steeped in research ideas and data. They realized the task required them to delve deeply into all aspects
of library service: information literacy, information and communication technologies, learning and
teaching, staffing, professional qualifications and tasks, facilities, key assessment frameworks, professional
certification, and state and national standards documents. Over the course of more than a year this
taskforce came together periodically to check progress, compare notes, share ideas and information, and to
offer suggestions on each section.
Below is the list of the teacher librarians who stepped up and spent countless hours researching and
developing an unprecedented—in this state—set of standards and guidelines, both qualitative and
quantitative, for California school libraries. It should be noted that the input of administrators, teachers,
and community members was sought in addition to school library personnel. The folks responsible for
seeing the project to fruition, which resulted in the Standards and Guidelines for Strong School Libraries
were:
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Publication!
We were blessed when Debbie Abilock, editor of American Association of School Librarians journal,
Knowledge Quest, agreed to edit the entire document. Thanks to her editing skills, the document
emerged from fragmented sections into the concise and powerful piece of work it is today.
Then came the challenge of getting this document published. We wanted a professional looking, high
quality publication, but where would we get the money? We are eternally grateful to our good friend,
Jim Frederick, who convinced the president of Scholastic Library Publishing, Greg Worrell, to fund
the project. His efforts resulted in Scholastic donating $20,000 to our cause, allowing CSLA to publish
enough copies for every school library in California.
The eventual publication of the document proved to be a guiding light for teacher librarians and
administrators in the state. We owe these stalwart folk who worked diligently for more than a year our
undying gratitude for their visionary zeal, extensive knowledge, and exceptional expertise in producing
the first document of its kind in California.
The stars continued to align, as the California Department of Education recognized the need for state
school library standards. Some of the same people provided input in developing those standards, which
were adopted by the California State Board of Education on September 16, 2010.
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C

ommon Core is here, but where do teacher librarians and library resources fit in? The easy answer
is that teacher librarians can become mentors of reading and writing strategies for content area
teachers by integrating those strategies along with information literacy and digital citizenship into
their library units of study. But what does that mean in practice?
Common Core Changes
Adopting the Common Core Standards requires a few key instructional shifts in English Language
Arts. One big structural change is moving some of the teaching of reading and writing into the content
areas. This “read across the curriculum” concept is not new to education. Many of us remember Sustained
Silent Reading, and Drop Everything and Read. These programs were meant to increase reading time
throughout the day and foster a love of reading in students. Teachers and administrators of the old
standards knew that in order to read the million words per year required by eighth grade, a student
had to be reading more than just in English class. In this instance, the purpose was not simply to have
students read more, but to read for pleasure.
In the Common Core standards an emphasis has been placed on reading for purpose. Today content
area reading and writing standards are designed to increase purposeful reading of informational texts,
increase student exposure to text complexity and academic vocabulary, and expand student writing to
include argument, informative and narrative. The focus of writing has shifted from largely personal
reflection to evidence-based writing.
Literacy instruction that was once in the English classrooms only has been shifted into other content
areas to provide students with the opportunity to build knowledge and cite evidence from real world
texts, rather than from a lecture or a textbook. These authentic texts such as news articles, blogs, and
research data increase text complexity and give students opportunities for focused study of the style,
content, and structure of the text. For example, exposure to primary documents enriches and increases
our understanding of history, while charts and technical directions facilitate scientific investigation.
Questions About Libraries—Do We Have Answers?
Jennifer LaGarde, author of the blog, The Adventures of Library Girl, started off 2014 with 11
Questions (About Libraries) that Need Answers. I have listed them for you because they are worthy of
your reflection. As I read them and tried to answer them for myself I kept coming up with the same
thought: my schools are highly focused on the Common Core today, and as such, each question required
me to mention some facet of the Common Core. So how do libraries fit into the educational change
brought about by the adoption of the Common Core standards and assessments?
t )PXXJMMZPVNBLFBEJêFSFODFGPSTUVEFOUT
t )PXXJMMZPVNBLFZPVSXPSLUIFBOTXFSUPUIFQSJPSJUJFTQSPCMFNTUIBULFFQZPVSQSJODJQBM
up at night?
t )PXXJMMZPVVTFTUVEFOUEBUBUPNBLFJOTUSVDUJPOBMBOEQSPHSBNBUJDEFDJTJPOT
t )PXXJMMZPVNFBTVSFTVDDFTT
t )PXXJMMZPVDPOOFDUUIFEPUTCFUXFFOZPVSXPSLBOETUVEFOUMFBSOJOH
t )PXXJMMZPVTIBSFUIJTEBUBXJUIZPVSBENJOJTUSBUPSTBOEDPNNVOJUZ 
t )PXXJMMZPVFOTVSFZPVSEJWFSTFQPQVMBUJPOTFFTUIFNTFMWFTJOZPVSTQBDF BTXFMMBTJOZPVS
collection)?
t )PXXJMMZPVEJTQFMOFHBUJWFPVUEBUFEMJCSBSZTUFSFPUZQFT
t )PXXJMMZPVHSPXZPVS1FSTPOBM-FBSOJOH/FUXPSL 1-/
t )PXXJMMZPVIFMQTUSFOHUIFOPVSQSPGFTTJPOCZTIBSJOHZPVSXPSLCFZPOEUIFXBMMTPGZPVS
school?
t )PXXJMMZPVNBLFTVSFFWFSZPOFXIPXBMLTJOUPUIFMJCSBSZTFFTBGPDVTPOTUVEFOUT JOTUFBE
of stuff)?
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New Priorities
The second of the 11 Questions asks, “How will you make your work the answer to the priorities/
problems that keep your principal up at night?” Helping content area teachers make the shift to
incorporate reading and writing instruction into their content area instruction is a high priority for your
administrator. Most content area teachers have not received instruction in teaching reading and writing,
and some do not have experience teaching beyond their textbook. Teaching students to gather real
world texts, validate their accuracy, and make sense of them is an essential part of school library work
with students. Teacher librarians have always been champions of information for their schools. Teaching
the research process has always been basic to their instruction. As greater emphasis is put on instruction
from real world texts, teacher librarians are the answer, “sharing your work beyond the walls of your
school.”
Since teacher librarians are skilled in acquiring informational text, and are often the source of these
materials at their schools, they have the opportunity to model reading and writing strategies with
informational text for their content area teachers. Strategies such as close reading, Cornell note taking,
and text-dependent questioning fit well with the research process. Essential questions are a natural
starting point for inquiry-based units in the library.
A Focus on Student Learning
Another of the 11 Questions asks “How will you make a difference for students?” The texts found
in the library are oftentimes used as mentor texts in the writing process. The information we teach
our students to gather is essential to developing an argument in persuasive writing, or developing an
understanding in informative writing. Part of the teacher librarian’s job is to find the genres that fit the
content and the intentions that students have in their writing; accordingly, an understanding of writing
instruction enhances the teacher librarian’s ability to assist the student. Modeling good reading and
writing instruction for content area teachers can “dispel the outdated library stereotypes” suggested in
LaGarde’s blog, and provide a coaching moment for content area teachers.
One of the Questions asks, “How will you connect the dots between your work and student
learning?” Writing standards 6, 7, and 8 require technology infused, focused research from multiple
sources while avoiding plagiarism. These standards have a direct connection to library instruction,
giving teacher librarians the opportunity to work closely with students and in tandem with teachers.
When library instruction has a direct association with content standards, the same measures of success
used by the school can then be used by the library.
“How will you make sure everyone who walks into the library sees a focus on students (instead of
stuff)?” Perhaps coaching content area teachers in reading and writing will change the perception of
libraries within our schools, creating libraries without walls that are dynamic learning spaces. Interested
in learning more about making the shift? Join me for “Reading and Writing Strategies in the Library” at
the CSLA Conference.
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