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March 10, 2010
RE: Model School Library Standards
California State Board of Education
1430 N Street
Sacramento, CA 95814
Dear Mr. Ted Mitchell and Members of the State Board of Education:
On behalf of the California State PTA, I ask that you adopt the draft School Library Standards for
Students and the draft Model School Library Program Standards.
We are impressed with the draft standards and feel that they are appropriate for each grade level. The
standards coherently address the changing requirements for students to work with resource materials
in a variety of formats and technologies, both print and digital. They take a balanced approach of
providing freedom to learn and measures to navigate the Internet and social networking sites safely,
ethically and analytically.
It is imperative that the standards be adopted now, as students need the benefit of learning key skills
in how to access, evaluate, use and integrate information from print and electronic sources. Like
teachers and administrators, parents and students want direction on cyber-citizenship, safety and age
appropriateness, and these standards will be valuable in many venues. We appreciate the opportunity
we had to be part of the process as the standards were developed
California State PTA recognizes the significant contribution to educational enrichment that is
provided by school library/media centers. School library/media centers implement and enhance the
core curriculum and instructional program adopted by the school and, at the same time, provide for
student enrichment and enjoyment.
Further, California State PTA believes that libraries, schools, colleges and universities must support
the development and exchange of ideas. This can only be accomplished by providing opportunities
for each individual to rid himself of the bonds of ignorance and the restrictions of prejudice, without
intimidation.
Libraries, technologies and all other types of instructional resources should be adequate in quality and
quantity to provide for scholarly research. An educational environment should stimulate full
investigation of all aspects of a subject with freedom of inquiry and freedom of discussion.
We applaud the Model School Library Standards and urge their immediate adoption.
Very truly yours,

Nancy Vandell
Legislative Advocate

COMMON KNOWLEDGE SCHOLARSHIP FOUNDATION
P.O. BOX 290361, DAVIE, FL 33329
954-262-8553
www.cksf.org

“Scholarships based on what you know”

March 9, 2010

To whom it may concern,
It is with sincere appreciation the Common Knowledge Scholarship Foundation and FBI-SOS
(Safe Online Surfing) Internet Challenge endorses the California State Library Standards.
Recently the administrators of this program along with a representative from the FBI reviewed
the draft of these standards to help develop a baseline that will be used to expand the program to
include grade appropriate content for grades three through ten.
For the past two years California has demonstrated leadership in promoting internet safety as part
of standard educational practice. We have found this first with the proactive approach of the
CTAP program, later with the Santa Anna Cyber Safety Week content and now with the
California State Library Standards.
I believe the forward thinking work that has been done on these standards will lay the
groundwork that other states will follow. As much of the country continues to stumble and grasp
in this area, California is demonstrating needed leadership that can be followed and built upon.
We will continue to work with educators in your state as we develop an internet safety program
that can be used across the country.
Again, please accept our thanks and appreciation for sharing your work and collaborating on this
important initiative.

Sincerely,

Daryl K. Hulce
Common Knowledge Scholarship Foundation
Nova Southeastern University

The Common Knowledge Scholarship Foundation, Inc. is a public nonprofit 501(c)(3) organization administered at Nova Southeastern
University’s Fischler School of Education and Human Services and a member of the National Scholarship Providers Association (NSPA).
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Dear Mr. Mitchell,
On behalf of the 3,000 librarians and library supporter members of the
California Library Association, I am writing to support the adoption of the draft
School Library Standards for Students and the draft Model School Library
Program Standards.
The ability to access, evaluate, integrate and use information from print and
electronic sources is critical to success in education, work and life in the 21st
century. As the flood of information grows and technologies change, it is
imperative that California students receive the benefit of learning key skills in
an age-appropriate, balanced and rigorous framework such as the proposed
standards.
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School library media centers are the keystone for educational excellence in our
public school system. Skilled, knowledgeable and enthusiastic teacher
librarians enhance the core curriculum by providing the expertise and guidance
to ensure that today’s students can safely, effectively, enthusiastically and
successfully navigate resource materials in print and digital formats. The
proposed standards support a model educational environment that will result in
a quality experience for all students throughout California.
The California Library Association supports the draft School Library Standards for
Students and the draft Model School Library Program Standards and urges their
immediate adoption.
Sincerely,

Hillary Theyer
Director

Holly Macriss
Executive Director
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